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Paris Junior College 
Department of Drama
           presents

Rossum’s Rossum’s 
Universal Universal 

RobotsRobots

Free Virtual Production on Zoom
7:30 p.m., Nov. 12, 13, 14  •  2:30 p.m., Nov. 15



Message from the Department of Drama

Paris Junior College’s Department of Drama would like to ex-
tend our warmest welcome to all in the 2020-21 theatre sea-
son. Our Department has a tradition of exceptional students 
who have graced our stages, learned in our classrooms, and 
worked in our studios. 

As a student of theatre at PJC they are joining an accom-
plished faculty of artists and scholars who are committed to 
creating, researching, and teaching exciting theatre and dra-
ma. Our students develop skills both on and offstage while 
preparing to join the growing network of PJC Alumni in the 
professional and educational world of theatre arts.

Whether students are a major, or just a curious student taking 
classes, we encourage them to become involved in the many 
activities of our department; this is an essential way to chal-
lenge themselves and discover new insights as a part of their 
undergraduate education and experience.

Students looking to venture into both music and drama have 
the option of a concentration in Musical Theatre here at Paris 
Junior College.

On behalf of the students and faculty of the PJC Department 
of Drama we welcome you to our home.

The Drama Faculty



Rossum’s Universal Robots

 Cast List
Alquist........................................................................Andy Johnson
Domin ..............................................................Brandon McCormick
Helena..................................................................Madeline Stuckey
Primus...................................................................Hunter Anderson
Nana..........................................................................Jodi O’Connell
Dr. Gall............................................................................Lisa Martin
Robot Helena.............................................................Annabel Doss
Fabry.......................................................................Jimmie Sanders
Marius...................................................................Kaleb Speakman
Sulla...........................................................................Juliana Stalter
Radius.......................................................................David Forward
Busman..............................................................................Ivey Barr
Hallemeier.................................................Courtney Hampton Reed
1st Robot............................................................Robyn R. Huizinga
2nd Robot.....................................................................Brenna Mills
3rd Robot...............................................................Sarah Rodriguez

Crew List
Director..................................................................William L. Walker
Stage Manager...........................................................Kayla Freelen
Background Designer................................................Connor Kirkley

About “Rossum’s Universal Robots” 

Everyone knows the word, “robot,” but not everyone knows it was 
first introduced to the world in the 1920 science fiction play “RUR” 
by the Czech writer Karel Čapek, which premiered in 1921. The 
play begins in a factory that makes artificial people, called roboti 
(robots), from synthetic organic matter.

As the robots develop into beings closer to humans, conflict grows 
and the play explores the themes of anger and hatred, class con-
flict, duty and responsibility, the human condition and individuals 
versus machines.



Director’s Note
by William L. Walker

In the simplest terms, R.U.R. is a parable about what 
happens when technology becomes smarter than hu-
man beings. We have seen the trope in many popular 
Science Fiction films. 

Man builds Robots...
Robots begin to learn on their own...

Man tries to improve Robots...
Robots achieves sentience...

Robots realize that Humans are obsolete...
Robots take over the world.

When written in 1921, this vision of the conflict between 
humanity and technology attracted world wide interest 
in this play. 

In response to this attention, Čapek noted that the play 
is not really about robots, but about humans. Some of 
the critics of the day even suggested that the robots 
were only symbols of humans that had been dehuman-
ized by technology.



Department of Drama

For more than 95 years Paris Junior College has established a 
foundation of excellence that has fostered educational growth and 
creativity in a personal environment. We take great pride in our 
academic standards, and nowhere is that more evident than in our 
award-winning speech and theatre department. 

PJC Drama is synonymous with quality among community colleges 
in Texas, and the tradition continues through our productions, com-
munity outreach, and competitive programs that build upon its suc-
cess.  

PJC has an outstanding record of success, winning awards at the 
state, regional and national level for over 20 years.  

If you or anyone you know is interested in doing theatre at PJC 
please contact us at pjcdrama@parisjc.edu or call 903-782-0488 
for more information.

We also offer competitive scholarships for qualifying individuals.  
You do not have to be a theatre major to participate in our scholar-
ship program.

Delta Psi Omega
Two-Year College Drama Honor’s Fraternity

Delta Psi Omega (ΔΨΩ), Alpha Psi Omega National Theatre Honor 
Society’s (ΑΨΩ) “Sister Society,” was founded in 1929 as the of-
ficial junior-college division of Alpha Psi Omega. Delta Psi Omega 
is an American recognition honor society recognizing participants 
in collegiate theatre. Membership is open to those who are active 
in their college theatre programs. With some chapters there is an 
induction/training process, while other chapters choose members 
solely on merit, where the theatre experience is considered the in-
duction process.

The open motto of Alpha Psi Omega, written in ancient Greek upon 
their coat-of-arms, is “Seek a Life Useful” (“αιτειτε ψύχην ωφελιμον”).

On record, Alpha Psi Omega has a total 1019 casts (including those 
from their sister organization, Delta Psi Omega), making it one of 
the largest Greek Letter Organizations in the world.



Musical Theatre

Students entering this concentration will work side by side with both music and 
drama faculties in production and rehearsal classes designed to lead the way 
in transferring for a baccalaureate degree in Musical Theatre.  The degree be-
ing offered is an Associate’s of Science or Arts Degree with an concentration 
in Musical Theatre.  Musical theater has been growing at the national and uni-
versity level for some time now. PJC has always had a strong traditional music 
education program as well as a strong and competitive drama. After much 
debate and forward thinking it was decided to develop a degree plan that 
would take advantage of existing courses and offer a comprehensive two-year 
curriculum to students without making them choose between theater or music. 

Local creative outlets for students vocally or theatrically are not what they 
once were. It is hoped that this new concentration in Musical Theatre will give 
those folks a place to go and be able to establish a strong foundation so that 
when they transfer to a four-year university they have the tools necessary to 
hit the ground running rather than playing catch up.

Scholarships are also available to qualified students entering this program. For 
more information please contact either William Walker, Instructor of Drama or 
Dr. Michael Holderer, Instructor of Music. You can email us at pjcdrama@
parisjc.edu or music@parisjc.edu or give us a call at 903-782-0488.

Department of Music

The Music Department of Paris Junior College offers comprehensive musical 
training designed for the Associate of Science degree in music. Our music 
field of study curriculum applies to the Bachelor of Music degree or other bac-
calaureate level music degrees at the university level. As a music student at 
PJC you will be working with an accomplished faculty of artists and scholars 
who are committed to musical excellence in both the performance medium 
and in the music classroom. Students develop their musical skills in these 
areas while preparing to join the growing network of PJC Alumni in the profes-
sional and educational world of music.

The Paris Junior College Music Department offers scholarship awards to qual-
ified students.  Scholarship auditions will be held each semester of each year.  
Current students who wish to be considered for scholarship should contact the 
music office to schedule an appointment.  Students are not required to major 
or minor in music to be considered for scholarship awards.  However, first 
consideration will be given to students who plan on declaring music as their 
major or minor field of study. 

For more information please contact us at 903-784-0343 or email us music@
parisjc.edu.



 

Paris Junior College

Located in Paris, Texas, about 100 miles northeast of Dallas — has 
been a part of the Lamar County community since 1924 and is the old-
est continuously operated community college in Texas.

Paris Junior College offers Associate in Arts, Associate in Science, As-
sociate of Arts in Teaching, and Associate in Applied Science degrees, 
as well as Certificates of Proficiency in workforce fields. The college 
has expanded its academic curriculum through the years to encourage 
associate degree and university transfer candidates. Since establish-
ing its first vocational program — jewelry and watchmaking in 1942 
— the college has been aggressive in adding technical/vocational pro-
grams that will benefit students entering the workforce.

The campus of 54 tree-shaded acres includes 20 major buildings and 
residence halls and provides students a unique and pleasant environ-
ment for learning.

Paris Junior College also operates campuses in Sulphur Springs, Tex-
as, and in Greenville, Texas.

Paris Junior College’s enrollment averages around 5,000 students. 

Vision

To be the educational provider of choice for the region. 

Mission

Paris Junior College is a comprehensive community college serving 
the region’s educational and training needs while strengthening the 
economic, social and cultural life of our diverse community.

Affiliations

In 1924 the Texas Department of Education recognized Paris Junior 
College as a standard two-year institution. In the same year, the As-
sociation of Texas Colleges ranked this college as one of first class. In 
December 1934, Paris Junior College was admitted to the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools and has maintained full accredi-
tation since that time.

®



Paris Junior College
Departments of Drama & Music

Upcoming Performances

Fall Semester Choir/Student Recital
PJC Department of Music

November 23, 2020

Alice in Cyberspace
Virtual play on Zoom

PJC Department of Drama
7:30 p.m., December 3, 4, 5, 2020

2:30 p.m., December 6, 2020

All fall semester virtual performances are free.

Paris Junior College
2400 Clarksville Street

Paris, Texas 75460
903.785.7661

Paris Junior College does not discriminate in admissions or educational programs against 
any individual on account of an individual’s sex, race, color, religion, age, disability, veteran, 

or any other protected characteristic.
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